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CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Borgmann mill is a one and a half story structure, built between
1847 and 1850 by Frederich W, Borgmamm, a Cerman-born artisan and
farmer, This builldiupg is structurally sound with all its hand-hewn
support members wood-pinnzd. It contains a double-door entrance on
the east gable wall, which provided entry for mule teaws or oxen used
to power the wmill, An unusual Dutch door is located on the southeast
cerner of the east wall through which the business of the mill was
prebably conducted., The windows on the first and second floor are
boarded with wood siding and appear never to have bLeen glazed.
Althouph the present roof 1s of modern corrugated sheet metal, the

.original, unpainted beoard sheathing is nailed to the rafters,

The mill's interior is simple in plan, consisting of the main floor
and a second-story loft (sce accompanying floor plan). A wooden
stuirway on the east side leads to the second story where milling
operations occurred, A ledge is located between the first and second
floor on the noriheast corner of the huilding. The position of this
ledge suggests that it gave access to mill machinery when repairs or
minor adjustmants were necessary.

The milling machinery, constructed of oak and apple-root wood, is in
excellent condition and indicates litile or no wear. Fach piece is
hand-carved and connected by wooden pins. Setarate pieces of wooden
lath have been employed to give further atrength and support te the
joints, The design of Lhe wooden parte forwing the wachinery is
gimple in plan end dicplays the sccouvacy nexegssavy for precigion in
hand~crafted macninexy,

A large vheel, approximately 15 feet in diameter and studded with
wooden pzgs on both gides of the rim, is suspended on a large upright
drive shaft, located in the center of the first fleor., The wooden
pegs Of this wheel mesh with the bars of a cog wheel located directly
cast of the central wheel. This main cog wheel controls two smaller
wooden cogs which in turn power the grinding and hulling process.

The grinding stone and barley huller dre located on the second floor
Cirectly above and are cennected to this machinery.

The grinding stone is circular in form and contains a hole in its
center for the introduction of the whole-grain corn. The corn meal,
the product of the milling process, flowed from a hele to one side
of the stone. The barley huller is located close to the zrinding
stone,

Feur mules in two teams powered the Borgmann mill, although it is

‘probeble that oxen were also used as motive power. These teams were

hitched to a tongue protruding from the central log shaft on the
first floor,

Currently the mill houses farm machinery on the ground level,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Borgmann Mill is higtorically significant Dbecause it is perhaps
the only "barley huller and corn grinder™ constructed entirely of
wood left in Missouri or the Middle West. As one commentator mnoted
in the late 19th century, "1 doubt if there are presently more than
one o two wooden corn mills in the Migsissippi Valley. . .very fcw
were ever built (William Wisser, "Corn Mills in the Middle Vest,™
Machinery Institute Proceedingrs, 1:27, January, 1895}, FPowered by
nule teams or oxen, the mill¥s survivel provides considerable infor-
mation for the study of the carly milling industry in Missouri.
Furthermore, its unique hand-constructed parts exemplify the inge-
nueity and skill recuired of esarsly settlers in their efiorte to intro-
duce time- and labor-saving machinery jinto their wilderness envivon-

ment,

Desigued and constructed by Fraderick Wilhelm Borgmann, @ Cerman
irmigrant who had migrated from his homeland to the Femnz Osage Valley
in St. Charles County iu 1842 and who a tew years later had settled
with his bride in Varren County's Ensaaus Valley, the mill provided

custem corn grinding and barley halling for neighbering faranrs. The
date of conmstructicn is not known. The local population, however,
estimates that the mili is at least 110 years old and probably older.
("Handiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Some of His Tools are
Puzzling," Washinpton Missourian, April 11, 1963.)

- Borgmann probably operated his mill for only a short period of time,
Since the machinery shows little sign of wear, it.is possible that
Borgmann may never have been able to fully perfect his equipment.
(Mr, William Beaver, present ouwner of the Borgmann Mill, interviewed
‘by H, Roger Grant, staff member, Missouri State Historical Survey
and Planuing Office, June 26, 1970,) Arnd, too, by 1854 another local
mitler, C. H. Schaaf had converted his ox-mill to steam power. The
Schaaf ¥ill, later known as Bierbaum's Steam Grist and Sawmill, was
located less than one mile east of Borgmann's mill and enjoyed a more
favorable locaticn, being at the junction of two main county roads,
(listory of St. Charles, Montpgomery and Warren Counties, Missouri,
1885, p. 1033.)
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FOR MPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

GATE

( Continuation Sheet)

8.

(Numbor all entrles)

BORGMANN_MILL

In addition to his milling activities, Borgnann was also known

as a manufacturer of wooden choes, carpet looms and other wooden
tools and equipment, These tools, excluding the mill and its
machinery, were sold by Borgmann's descendants at public auction
in 1963, ("Handiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Some of
Ris Tools are Puzzling," Washington Missourian, April 11, 1963.)

The present owner plans to restore the mill to operative condition,




e 2l

el e

i

. b s i ki

Migsouri,
July 30, 1909; Interviewed by

65101,

1. Beaver, Mr, William F. Present owner, P.0. Box 23, Marthasville,
Interviewed by Martha L. Kusiak and M. Patricia Holmes,

Transcript of interviews on file at the Missouri State Park Board,

P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri

2. Miandiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Some of His Tools are
Puzzling,” Washington Missourian, April 11, 1963.

H, Roger Grant, June 26, 1970,
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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Jefferson City

vrvey and Planning Gfifice

P.0, Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Buildiag.
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July 20, 1%76

STATLE COGE
s e,

Missourd 65101

LTATSOR OFFICER CERTIFICATION,

U UUNATIONAL REGISTER VERIE

As the desipnated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Hisloric Preservation Act of 1866 (Pullic T.aw

B9-605), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the Nalional Register and certily that it has been
cvaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service., The recommendued
level of sipgnificance of this nomination is:

National (7] State  {] X .

F.ocal

Name

Joseph Jaeger, Jr,

Tile Diyector, Miscouri State Park
Board, and Missouri State Liaison

_ Officer

Thatle

I hereby cerlify that this property s included in the

National Repister.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prescrvation

Date

ATTEST:

<

Keeprer of The National PRegister
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9.
BORGHMANN MILL

3. History of St, Charles, Montpomery and Warren Counties, Missouri,
St. Louis: National Historical Company, 1885,

4, VWisser, William, "Corn Mills in the Middle West," Machinery
Institute Proceedings, 1:27, January, 1598,
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3 S _ Missouri
i . NATIONAL REGISTER OF HiSTORIC PLACES couUNTY
B : Harren
. _ PROPERTY PHOTOGRAFH FORM . FOR NPS USE ONLY
4 W (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY RUMBER DAYE
] z
d; o COMMON: B‘or.r;mann_Mill
3 - ANDfoR HISTORIC: Borgmann Mill
3 U BYREET AND HUMBER
; - Five miles east of Marthasville on the south side of County Highway D
'=.1 CITY OR TOWN:
3 & Section 24 ~ Township 45N - Range 1V
b - ST AT E: CODE |COUNTY: copE
3 v Missouri 24 219
] — PHOTO CREOIT:Martha L, Kusiak, State H:storlcal Survey Missouri State Park Board
P DATE OF PHOTO: JU],'_\I 2)‘ L(Z() .
3 L hecaTive micen aT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176 .
W 1?014 Jeffuoon Blll]dlnf’ Jefferqon Clty Missouri 65101
v e T L . . ” . S
BESCRISE VIEW, DIRECTION, E71¢. Vvar fron the groutm floor locn\mp north at the
principal parts of the milling machinery, The 15 foot central wheel is to
3 the left, 1Its wooden peps fit precisely into the main cog wheel at right,
3 The corn grinding stene is iust visible through the second story fleoring
] in the top portion of photopraph, A wooden chute for the fimished product
is to the right of the stons.
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: | Weorren
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS§ USE DNLY
Cm (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with phbto;;raph) ENTRY NUMBER CATE
4
o common:  Borgmann Mill
—_ AND/OR HISTORIC: Borpmann Mill
- RS
U ST~RECT AND NUMBER:
= Five miles east of Marthasville on the south side of County Highway D
CITY OR TOWN:
o Section 24 - Township 45N -~ Range 1W _
- STATE: CODE JCOUNTY: CODRE
v Missouri _ 24 Warren ‘ _ 219
— P PHOTO REFERENCE." Ll R e T e e e R R
— PHOTO CREDIT: M | Pdtl‘lCIa Holne State Historical Survey, Miswsouri State Park
pate oF pHovo:  July 29, 1969 ) Board
1L Wreative miLep AT: Missouri State Park Boa]d P.0}. Box 176
[T 7 1204 Tc Fm_ 8on Euildine, Jefferson ( 1tv 151m0u:z 65107
o [IDENTIFICATION @00 T T T e
BESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
View from the northwest of west gable end wall, Double door entrance at
ripght may have Leen the entry way for the horse and wmule teams. Sheathing
was applied vertically to the west end of the building below the gable.
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{Type all enlries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

common: Borgmann Mill

AND/oR HisToRIC:  Borpmann Mill

STREET ANOD NUMBER

Five miles east -of Marthasville on the south side of County Highway D

CITY CR TOWHN:

ﬁR&FnREMCF

| Section 24 - Township 45N - Range 1W
STATE: copE |COUNTY: | cooe |
Missourd 24 ____Warren 219

: U 8aGaS.  15% Quadrangle "Augnatall
scate:  1:62,500

CATE!: 1948

EQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Loiitude and longitude reference.
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B

COMMON: Ln SHManNn Mlll
AND/OR HISTORIC: Borg‘mann Mill

(=]

LOGATION.

STREET AND NUMBER:

Five miles east of Marthasville on the gouth side of County Hiplway D
CITY O TOWN:

Section 24 - Township 45N « Range 1W

HOTO REFERENCE 0

STATE: : : CODE [COUNTY: . CODE
Missouri 24 _ Warren : 219

FHOTO CREDIT:}{, Pa__tricia Holwmes, State Historical Survey Migsouri State Park

batt or proto:r July 29, 1960 ' — Board

MEGATIVE MLED AT Migsouri State Park Reoard, P.0O. Box 176

4:HHDENTIE ICATION -

]?O/; Jnffﬁvon B'H](“}_’(‘.?‘ prfcrson ClLV M}sr*oury 6_51_01.__

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRLC!ION CTC

From southwest, view to the northeast. Stone house to the ripght, was
buile by Borgmana in 1870. 0ld road bed is in the foreground, and passes
to the right (south) of the barn.
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DATE

L f:l\m R B B

bwom Torpoann Hill

ANBG/OR HISTORIC: Boremann Mill

[z Locavion

STIRE T I\ND NUMGLR:

Five wiles cast of Farthasville on the south side of County Wighway D

CITY OR TOWN:

Scetion, 24 -~ Township 45N - Range 1W

ATATE: . copE (couuTy:

CoDL

Missouri ?!s HWarran
B ROT O REFERENCE T T e T T

219

PHOTO CREDITY!, Totricia llolmes, °taLo ”LHLOLLCFJ Survev‘ Missouri State Park
OATE OF PHOTO: Tiilw 20 TQAC Board

NEcaTivE FILEe AT Missouvi State Park Boerd, P.0. Box 176

;. DIF{I,‘CTLON_ ETC.

Detail of barley huller located on sccond floor of miil., Corn
grinder stone wvisible in upper left-hand corner,

1204 7( Lﬁfﬂc* L“J-]rhn"v Joeffevson City, Miseouri 65101
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common: Boreman Hill

[AND/OR FISTORIC: Vo omann
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STRELT ANL NUM BER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Semtion 24 « Townshin 450 « Henge W

Five miles eant of Marthaaville on the scuth side of County Highway

STAT:
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24 Wayren 218
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SOURCE:
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TO BE WMCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Proparty broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.
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